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Essay II. John Locke. Chapter viii: Some further points about our simple ideas. 29 . Chapter ix: Perception. Chapter x:
Retention. Chapter xi: Discerning.

And that it never is so, will by us, till we have clearer views of the nature of thinking substances, be best
resolved into the goodness of God; who, as far as the happiness or misery of any of his sensible creatures is
concerned in it, will not, by a fatal error of theirs, transfer from one to another that consciousness which draws
reward or punishment with it. In this he has proved, that the christian religion, as delivered in the scriptures,
and free from all corrupt mixtures, is the most reasonable institution in the world. This would soon let us into
the true nature Edition: current; Page: [xii] of the human constitution, and enable us to determine whether
thought, when every mode of it is suspended, though but for an hour, can be deemed an essential property of
our immaterial principle, or mind, and as such inseparable from some imaginary substance, or substratum,
[words by the by, so far as they have a meaning, taken entirely from matter, and terminating in it] any more
than motion, under its various modifications, can be judged essential to the body, or to a purely material
system. Locke, came back to England sooner than was at first designed. It being that term which, I think,
serves best to stand for whatsoever is the object of the understanding when a man thinks, I have used it to
express whatever is meant by phantasm, notion, species, or whatever it is which the mind can be employed
about in thinking; and I could not avoid frequently using it. The farther liberty has been taken to subjoin a few
things by other hands, which seemed necessary to a right use of Mr. From what has been said, it is easy to
observe what has been before remarked, viz. Your lordship is known to have so far advanced your
speculations in the most abstract and general knowledge of things, beyond the ordinary reach, or Edition:
current; Page: [xliv] common methods, that your allowance and approbation of the design of this treatise, will
at least preserve it from being condemned without reading; and will prevail to have those parts a little
weighed, which might otherwise, perhaps, be thought to deserve no consideration, for being somewhat out of
the common road. It answered, Some General or other. How does the mind form an idea of power? It was
proposed at a meeting of the heads of houses of the university of Oxford, to censure and discourage the
reading of it; and after various debates among themselves, it was concluded, that each head of an house should
endeavour to prevent its being read in his college. If any one will say, there are ideas in the mind that are not
in the memory, I desire him to explain himself, and make what he says intelligible. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 
This personality extends itself beyond present existence to what is past, only by consciousness â€” whereby it
becomes concerned and accountable; owns and imputes to itself past actions, just upon the same ground and
for the same reason as it does the present. The names of simple ideas the least doubtful. What obscurity this
has unavoidably brought upon the writings of men, who have lived in remote ages and different countries, it
will be needless to take notice; since the numerous volumes of learned men, employing their thoughts that
way, are proofs more than enough to show what attention, study, sagacity, and reasoning are required, to find
out the true meaning of ancient authors. This was ever ungrateful to him, unless when he perceived that it
proceeded from ignorance; but when it was the effect of pride, ill-nature, or brutality, he detested it. To
co-existing qualities, which are known but imperfectly. The difficulty from ill use of names. Birch, , and the
forementioned letter added here below, Vol. But how can we make sense of the self surviving the death of the
body, if we cannot show that the self is immaterial? As to the first of these, for the recording our own thoughts
for the help of our own memories, whereby, as it were, we talk to ourselves, any words will serve the turn. A
relation we have in an author of great note, is sufficient to countenance the supposition of a rational parrot.
This, though it seems easier to conceive in simple substances or modes; yet, when reflected on, is not more
difficult in compound ones, if care be taken to what it is applied: v. Instance in But. For though the pressure of
the particles of air may account for the cohesion of several parts of matter that are grosser than the particles of
air, and have pores less than the corpuscles of air, yet the weight or pressure of the air will not explain, nor can
be a cause of the coherence of the particles of air themselves. I shall not now enter into that inquiry, my
present business being not to search into the original of power, but how we come by the idea of it. For to be
happy or miserable without being conscious of it, seems to me utterly inconsistent and impossible. It is true, as
to civil and common conversation, the general names of substances, regulated in their ordinary signification
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by some obvious qualities, as by the shape and figure in things of known seminal propagation, and in other
substances, for the most part by colour, joined with some other sensible qualities do well enough to design the
things men would be understood to speak of: and so they usually conceive well enough the substances meant
by the word gold, or apple, to distinguish the one from the other. Edition: current; Page: [xi] From the same
principles it may be collected that all such pompous theories of morals, however seemingly diversified, yet
amount ultimately to the same thing, being all built upon the same false bottom of innate notions; and from the
history of this science we may see that they have received no manner of improvement as indeed by the
supposition of their innateness they become incapable of any from the days of Plato to our own; but must
always take the main point, the ground of obligation, for granted: which is in truth the shortest and safest way
of proceeding for such self-taught philosophers, and saves a deal of trouble in seeking reasons for what they
advance, where none are to be found. His character, by P. In like manner, if two or more atoms be joined
together into the same mass, every one of those atoms will be the same, by the foregoing rule: and whilst they
exist united together, the mass, consisting of the same atoms, must be the same mass, or the same body, let the
parts be ever so differently jumbled. Because of that great composition these complex ideas are often made up
of. Fourthly, where the signification of the word, and the real essence of the thing, are not exactly the same.


