
METHODS AND RESEARCH PAPERS

The methods section of a research paper provides the information by which a study's validity is judged. The method
section answers two main questions: 1) How.

Don't use a table or graph just to be "fancy". Also, introduce any acronyms the first time you use them in the
abstract if needed , and do so again in the full paper see Mechanics: Using abbreviations. Purdue University;
Methods and Materials. Thus, an effective abstract focuses on motivation and outcome; in doing so, it
parallels the paper's Introduction and Conclusion. In the References section list citations in alphabetical order.
Thus, as you organize the body of your paper into sections and perhaps subsections, remember to prepare your
readers for the structure ahead at all levels. New York: Columbia University Press. Seedlings or mature
plants? Less food can't count numbers of food Fewer animals can count numbers of animals A large amount of
food can't count them A large number of animals can count them The erythrocytes, which are in the blood,
contain hemoglobin. Instead of: The rats were injected with the drug. Your methodology section of your paper
should make clear the reasons why you chose a particular method or procedure. The list below provides
examples of verbs that express communication actions: clarify This paper clarifies the role of soils in. The
empirical-analytical group employs deductive reasoning that uses existing theory as a foundation for
hypotheses that need to be tested. Although the above structure reflects the progression of most research
projects, effective papers typically break the chronology in at least three ways to present their content in the
order in which the audience will most likely want to read it. One to fo ur paragraphs should be enough. You
may also want to anchor your context in space either geographically or within a given research field. If you
had a complicated protocol, it may helpful to include a diagram, table or flowchart to explain the methods you
used. Make the Conclusion interesting and memorable for them. Science ,  The description of the project's
methodology complements a list of sources in that it sets forth the organization and interpretation of
information emanating from those sources. Why is it interesting? Here is some additional advice on particular
problems common to new scientific writers. Here are three examples of such a combination: To confirm this
assumption, we studied the effects of a range of inhibitors of connexin channels. For graphs, you should also
label the x and y axes. Format for the paper Edit your paper! Do NOT discuss the results or speculate as to
why something happened; t hat goes in th e Discussion. Here you will indicate what types of descriptive
statistics were used and which analyses usually hypothesis tests were employed to answer each of the
questions or hypotheses tested and determine statistical siginifcance. If you used animals, what measures did
you take to minimize pain? Do not simply summarize the points already made in the body â€” instead,
interpret your findings at a higher level of abstraction. The description of how you prepared to study the
research problem, how you gathered the data, and the protocol for analyzing the data should be organized
chronologically. Avoid repetitive paragraph structures. Always make sure to describe any modifications you
have made of a standard or published method. How did you answer this question? If you feel you must explain
recent achievements in much detail â€” say, in more than one or two paragraphs â€” consider moving the
details to a section titled State of the art or something similar after the Introduction, but do provide a brief idea
of the actual situation in the Introduction. Use the past tense. Will you use specific theoretical perspectives to
help you analyze a text or explain observed behaviors? This is because more than any other part of the article,
the Methods section varies most in their structure and content. The method section answers two main
questions: 1 How was the data collected or generated? Is there another way to interpret your results? Problem
Blindness It is almost a given that you will encounter problems when collecting or generating your data.


