
THE ISSUES OF ADOLESCENT PREGNANCY

A teen pregnancy is filled with many challenges. Learn about teen pregnancy struggles and helpful tips to succeed and
thrive.

Every Woman Every Child. New estimates from demographic and household surveys in 42 countries.
Adolescent pregnancy is a serious medical and public health problem. The United States has the highest rates
of teen pregnancy and birth in the western industrialized world. Additionally, social and financial support
improved the situation for teenage mothers markedly. Print Teen Pregnancy Overview Teen pregnancy is an
important issue for several reasons. Contraception and abortion became more readily available in the mids and
s, breaking the link between sex and reproduction. This social pressure to reproduce as early as possible
increases the mortality rate among early adolescent girls such as in Bangladesh where the risk of maternal
mortality may increase fivefold among mothers aging between 10 and 14 years in comparison to adult women
[ 21 ]. As obstetric characteristics, the mode of delivery, spontaneous versus cesarean section, and the
intrauterine position of the infant at the time of delivery head presentation, breech presentation, and transverse
presentation were documented. Geneva: WHO;  Still, teen pregnancy is not an uncommon occurrence. The
loading of the gland with internal digestion can lead to sugar metabolism disorders, with accelerated growth of
an immature child. Every year, some 3. Adolescent mothers ages 10 to 19 years face higher risks of eclampsia,
puerperal endometritis, and systemic infections than women aged 20 to 24 years, and babies born to
adolescent mothers face higher risks of low birth weight, preterm delivery, and severe neonatal conditions than
those born to women aged 20 to 24 years. Furthermore, a mean age of menarche of 13 years is a quite recent
phenomenon. It should also be remembered that some forms of contraception may not be acceptable because
of cultural or religious beliefs. Girlhood, not motherhood: Preventing adolescent pregnancy. In a first step,
special help desks for young girls were introduced. Additionally, some 3. Teenage pregnancies and teenage
motherhood were considered as normal and often socially accepted in previous centuries and even during the
twentieth century in Europe. Adolescent pregnancy: A review of the evidence. Teenage mothers are more
likely to drop out of school. Since , sex education is mandatory in all schools and is provided at the age of 10,
14, and 16 years. Babies born as result of a repeat teen pregnancy are even more likely to be born
prematureâ€”early and at a low birth weight. They are a part of the very essence of our being as are our
sciences, history, philosophy, and fine arts. Financial and emotional support from family or social services and
family planning practices can lead to completion of H. Consequently today menarche occurs mainly in the
first half of the second decade of life. It is documented that Hildegard of Vinzgouw, the second wife of
Charlemagne, was about 14 years old when she delivered her first son in AD. So young a body, along with
uncompleted physical growth, is additionally difficult to adapt to the new needs that require pregnancy.
Because it appears that a disproportionate number of the women who abandon or kill their newborns are
young, the problem must be considered alongside the larger issues of teen pregnancy and adolescent sexuality
[4]. Prematurely increased skeletal load can result in permanent deformities of the musculo-skeletal apparatus.
Contraception Teens in the United States hear mixed messages about sexuality from the people and
institutions around them [6]. This kind of reproductive behavior was socially desired and considered as normal
[ 17 ]. Blackwell Publishing Ltd, Oxford  No such contraceptive yet exists and all the currently available
methods involve some degree of compromise. Cavendish Publishing, London  This link with social exclusion
means that teenage parents are themselves likely to be in poorer health, have poorer access to health and social
support and experience poorer health outcomes for themselves and their babies. It appears that public policy
differs from scientific knowledge in this case. Our ability to reproduce comes from our sexual behavior and
our feelings about our sexuality and sexual identity can be deeply affected by our sense of our own fertility.
Violence Against Women ;19 4.


