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Free Essay: Socrates â€“ â€œThe Apologyâ€• or (Defense) Socrates had no written work, never had a job and there
are questions of whether he was.

How to cite this page Choose cite format:. He was punished and put to death for asking too many questions
and corrupting the young, when in fact he was simply wishing to point out the ignorance of his peers which he
also shares. At no time during his trial does he claim to be innocent. Socrates was given the opportunity to
defend himself and choose not to beg for his life but praise his life and to honor his mission. A whole range of
philosophical aspects are covered in the speech of Socrates, which remains one of peculiar justifications of
philosophy as special code of ethics. Socrates dismisses this accusation by indicating that either he
unintentionally corrupts the children or he does not corrupt them at all  This is a bold statement that proves his
use of his defense to educate the people of Athens as to their own problems. Is not the exact opposite the
truth? The Apology SparkNotes Editors He begins his defense by saying that his prosecutors are dishonest,
and that he will prove it At the onset of the trial, Socrates appears to challenging the charges, which included
corrupting the youth, challenging belief in the gods that were accepted and reveled by the State, and
introducing a new religious focus, but also belittles his own significance and suggesting that he will not
attempt to disprove that he participated in the actions maintained by the court Instead of defending himself as
a personality, he chooses to defend the truth, which in his opinion is a more important focus of philosophy.
Within the duration of this document, I will be discussing the charges laid against Socrates and how he
attempted to refute the charges. Definition is defended by Socrates; the annihilation should be looked forward
to like you would finally going to sleep, and transmigration would simply allow him to talk to other great
figures like Homer and Odysseus and learn from their wisdom. Even many people thought his ideas is
incomprehensible, and he said in the text that he is not a good citizen, still he is as good as a human being can
be. Without saying this directly, the character, in fact, defeats his enemies with his stinging irony, so their
accusations look ridiculous â€” so this is one of his ways to defend himself. Literature can "teach and delight"
in a manner which other methods of communication do not possess  I believe that Socrates was innocent of the
accusations that were made against him, but he possessed contempt for the court and displayed that in his
conceitedness and these actions led to his death. One of the approaches Socrates takes to prove his innocence
is a comparison between horses and all living and artificial things Plato uses his favorite character based on
the personality of his respected teacher Socrates, to convey his ideas about honesty and justice. At the onset of
the trial, Socrates appears to challenging the charges, which included corrupting the youth, challenging belief
in the gods that were accepted and reveled by the State, and introducing a new religious focus, but also
belittles his own significance and suggesting that he will not attempt to disprove that he participated in the
actions maintained by the court It was a methodical and practical approach to show his ultimate quest for
seeking the true knowledge. His accusers most notably Meletus, Anytus, and Lycon have all requested that
Socrates be trailed and punished under the law for his crimes. One has a conception of self, an image of what
one can be, and the feeling of shame is experienced in not having achieved a desired and attainable goal, in
lacking something, in being inadequate The focus of his defense is not claiming his own innocence, however,
but making people realize the truth about the vices of society. Those differences created conflict between the
two parties that culminated in his trial. The charges were corrupting the youth of Athens, not believing in the
traditional gods in whom the city believed, and finally, that he believed in other new divinities. Though
Sidney's work does provide a synthesis and in some cases an aberration of much Greek and Roman literary
theory, his argument aspires to go beyond an esoteric academic debate. This was known as the love of
wisdom. The jurymen's ears are still ringing with the sound of his accuser's well-crafted arguments, and the
stage is set for Socrates to defend himself. He presents himself as the ideal philosopher, being unwavering in
his justification for his actions and wishing to inspire his audience. We are all stuck in our own little worlds
and we each have our own perspective and beliefs. At the same time, there are aspects of the self that are more
important than a communal whole, and a society must be made up of individuals that follow the principles
shared by the whole. The peculiarity of a method applied in Apology is the arguments which Socrates uses to
defend himself in the course of a trial. Socrates, for the most part, values the integrity of society, and feels as
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though a group of people coming together to form a community should be respected by honoring the social
contract. So, Socrates does not apologize for his actions and beliefs, but defends himself by remaining what he
is and attempting to demonstrate the corruption of his opponents.


