
WHY DO CHILDREN LEARN SECOND LANGUAGE FASTER THAN ADULTS

It's a commonly held belief that children learn languages.

PLoS One. An adult starts with a base of concepts that the child has yet to acquire. Sure, it may take us longer
to pick up certain aspects of a language instinctively, but what we learn has the potential to come with more
depth. Teachers consider the strengths, interests, and needs, as well as the culture and home language, of each
child in the group. On average, monolingual and bilingual babies start talking around age 1 and can say about
50 words by 18 months. Also, the standard of language competence is much lower for children than it is for
adults. At this life stage, maturational and experiential forces direct the left brain hemisphere toward gradual
specialization for language. The more they are immersed in the new language, and enjoy it, the better they do.
And most children are not self-conscious about how they sound. Whatever the primary factor, there are so
many advantages to learning languages as a child that it would be a shame not to take advantage of those
critical years. Share this entry. This study has shown that children started learning new phonotactics
effectively on the first day of the experiment, while it took adults 2 days to get the same results. Age and
ultimate attainment in the pronunciation of a foreign language. Is it possible for adults to learn the same way
children do? However, so far, none of these hypotheses are scientifically tested. This switch is assumed to be
sustained by functional and anatomical changes in the brain, suggesting that there are structural and functional
neuronal differences between these individuals. We both agree that there must be some way that we can
provide an environment that enables adults to learn more like children. In actuality, it is not that children learn
language better than adults, but that adults and children learn language differently. Namely, in the late s, one
scientist proposed that language can only be acquired during the critical period, defined as the period between
birth and puberty. Bild: c Fotolia, photolars. I sort of have the best of both worlds. PMID:  When I meet young
Chinese school children here in Vancouver, and hear them speaking Chinese with their parents, I will often
speak to them in Chinese. Ellen Bialystok from York University explains the difference between adults and
children with the shift in phonemic categorization strategies after age 5. In addition, children at age 6 have not
yet begun to complete full cognitive development in their first language. The learning process is more playful
and natural. Although some findings have indicated that young child up to the age of 5 can process up to five
languages, experts mostly agree that a bilingual approach is best for young children. Young Children Vs.
Children have virtually no responsibilities in life, so they have the time and energy to spend hours in
environments that challenge their communication skills. Biological foundations of language. Spanish
Workshop for Children ensures that kids learn in classroom settings that mimic natural situations to produce a
longer-lasting effect.


