
A HISTORY OF THE CONFLICT BETWEEN THE NAVAHO INDIANS AND

THE MEXICANS

The Navajo were a predacious tribe of some 50 clans who, frequently with their Apache allies, regularly pillaged the
Pueblo and later the Spanish and Mexican.

The Navajo people have their ancestors to thank for having stood up to the federal government years ago to
demand that they be returned to their homeland. On July 20, , the first of many groups departed to join the
Mescalero at Bosque Redondo. From the late s until the s, the local trading post was the preeminent financial
and commercial institution for most Navajos, serving as a local bank where silver and turquoise could be
pawned , a post office, and a store. Forces included nearly infantry US and New Mexican volunteers ,
hundreds of horses and mules, a supply train, 55 Pueblo scouts, and four artillery guns. The rug weavers
auction at Crownpoint is known worldwide. Canoncito was first settled around  Crops were burned, stock was
confiscated, hogans were burned. In a broken tailings dam belonging to United Nuclear Corporation at Church
Rock, New Mexico, discharged million gallons of radioactive water into the Puerco Riverâ€”the largest
release of radioactivity in United States history. Navajos leaders, like Herrero and others who had once tried
for peace, now joined forces for an attack on Fort ,Defiance. Carson drove the Navajo from their lands by
destroying their means of subsistence, using his "Scorched Earth Policy. During the next three years, five
military expeditions were launched into Navajo country to control Navajo raiding. Proper order is restored
with sand paintings in a cleansing and healing ceremony. Similar patterns of peace-making, raiding, and
trading among the Navajo, Spanish, Apache, Comanche, and Hopi continued until the arrival of Americans in 
Large numbers of Navajos also tend to identify themselves as Christians, with most of them mixing elements
of both traditional belief and Christianity. The importance of clans, the membership of which is dispersed
throughout the nation for each clan, has gradually diminished in favor of the increasingly important role of the
Chapter House, the significance of which is based on the geographical proximity of its members. For more
information on this community contact: Navajo Nation Tourism Department. The Navajo people have lived
and hunted in the area for centuries, says Begaye. In, a short time they took one hundred Navajo prisoners,
mostly women and children as slaves. And at Chinle another treaty was signed. After four years of
imprisonment they were allowed to return to their homeland in , now reduced to one-tenth its original size by
treaty that same year. Today the federal land management districts on the reservation are still important factors
in Navajo livestock practices. Instruction was conducted only in English. With practically no Anglo
encroachment on their ancestral rangeland, reservation boundaries had little meaning. The local unit of Navajo
government is called the Chapter. By a study released by the Navajo Office of Program Development found
that only 20, people were employed on the reservation, of which 71 percent were Navajos. Edwin Sumner
conducted a campaign against the Navajo in  By , the Americans had established Fort Defiance smack in the
middle of Navajo country. Hunting permits may be obtained for deer, turkey, bear, and small game. The
Navajos believed Lt. By , however, almost two-thirds of all Navajo households owned an automobile. The
Dine were one with the canyons, the desert, the rocks and the air in that land that sits between Blanca Peak in
the east, Mount Taylor in the south, the San Francisco Peaks in the west and Mount Hesperus in the north, he
says. More than 1, Navajos live at Canoncito, which is to the east of Mt. The Dine had long dealt with
Mexican and Spanish incursions, and had navigated their way through the troubled waters of attempted
colonization. When Klah met Cabot in , he had witnessed decades of efforts by the US government and
missionaries to assimilate the Navajos into mainstream society. The Navajo call this period Naahondzood, "the
fearing time. The Navajo have claimed high rates of death and illness from lung disease and cancer resulting
from environmental contamination. The tool of the government in this matter was the creation of land
management districts, first established in and adjusted to their preset boundaries in  Navajos of the mids were
still adjusting the boundaries of their nation, especially by trading land in an attempt to create contiguous
blocks in an area called the Checkerboard, which lies along the eastern boundary of the Navajo Nation. In Zah
was elected the first president of the Navajo people; he was later awarded the Humanitarian Award from the
City of Albuquerque and an honorary doctorate from Santa Fe College. In July, under orders from Gen.


