
THE HISTORY OF COLONIALISM

The historical phenomenon of colonization is one that stretches around the globe and across time. Modern state global
colonialism, or imperialism, began in the.

In the British context, this led to the exaggerated thesis that the nation was not interested in expansion and that
in this regard it was characterized by "absentmindedness". Writing in the s, Fanon challenged the abstract
universalism of Western philosophy, showing how universalism serves to structure a hierarchical relationship
between settler and colonized. He suggests that imperialism is a relatively permanent relationship structuring
the interactions between two types of countries. Spain, for example, was not able to use Latin America for a
profitable export economy, but by contrast the British succeeded in monopolising the slave trade as a most
lucrative long-distance business. Lenin argued that late-nineteenth century imperialism was driven by the
economic logic of late-capitalism. Even before decolonization, indigenous people on all continents staged
violent and nonviolent resistance to their conquerors. Societies all need to find a way to balance individual
egoism and sociability and to overcome the adversities that stem from the physical environment. Yet when
people engage in cultural practices that are unfamiliar or disturbing to the European observer, they appear
irrational and thus undeserving of recognition and respect. This is evident in the unsettled land claims, the
dispossession of land, the limitations placed on Indigenous governments, and the displacement of Indigenous
ways of lifeâ€”which are tied to access to traditional territories. Both colonialism and imperialism were forms
of conquest that were expected to benefit Europe economically and strategically. Muthu, Sankar,  Adding to
the complexity of colonial motivations and consequences are the ways different forms of colonialism might
coexist or morph into each other. They had a highly evolved and complex culture. Mommsen, Wolfgang J.
According to Lenin, imperialism was the necessary and inevitable result of the logic of accumulation in late
capitalism. Spivak, Gayatri,  Colonialist urges of this type do not explain the expansionistic economic,
military and other forces in the periphery that compelled the governments of the mother countries into a
defensive pressing forward. France thus received financial support in the First Indochina War â€”54 and the
U. For thirteen years, Portugal was ruled from Brazil the only instance of such a reversal of roles between
colony and metropole until his return to Portugal in  This time became known as the era of New Imperialism.
It is characteristic that the impetus for colonialism was often derived as an answer to European history itself.
Kautsky challenges the assumption that imperialism would lead to the development of the areas subjected to
economic exploitation. In truth, Columbus had arrived on a continent that was new to the Europeans, the
Americas. The USA is the prototype for a successful linkage of continental internal colonisation in the form of
the westward shift of the Frontier and maritime colonial policy in the Asian sphere, while paradoxically being
the most successful model of anti-colonialism. The death knell for the Spanish Empire in the Americas was
Napoleon's invasion of the Iberian peninsula in  He argues that the penetration of foreign commerce will cause
a social revolution in India. Rivalry among reigning European powers saw the entry of the Dutch , English ,
French , Danish and others. This even extended to the programmes of rulers' titles. The claim that all
individuals are equally worthy of dignity and respect was a necessary but not sufficient basis for
anti-imperialist thought. He argues that these categories need not be reductionist or Eurocentric and that they
are useful in illuminating the motivation of political actors and the structural constraints faced by leaders in
countries such as India.


