
A BIOGRAPHY OF MERCE CUNNINGHAM THE PIONEER OF MODERN

DANCE

Free Essay: Merce Cunningham as a Pioneer of Modern Dance In the age of conformity, Cunningham was born on April
16, , in Centralia, Washington.

This transformation of dance situates him within the company of the 20th century's most influential artists who
set the way for postmodernism, from choreographers Mark Morris, Beth Gill, and Twyla Tharp to avant-garde
stage directors such as Robert Wilson and performance artists like Laurie Anderson. I think one of the very
primary things that happened then was the publication of the " I Ching ," the Chinese book of changes, from
which you can cast your fortune: the hexagrams. The loft sitter is provided with a humidity gauge that Cage
plunges into a pot as a demonstration. This does not mean, however, that Cunningham considered every piece
created in this fashion a masterpiece. It is standard procedure for Cunningham dancers to rehearse without
music. Cunningham knows that he is not ''popular,'' but that is something he never set out to be. We were
playing pickup sticks with the dancers, while Merce and Cage were talking with the grown-ups. His interest in
new techniques led him to create multimedia settings and decors. Many of his pieces had sections or
sequences that were rehearsed so that they could be put in any order and done at any time. His dances, by their
very nature, have posed an everlasting series of questions. Cunningham prosecuted members of the radical
labor union, the Industrial Workers of the World, for their participation in the Centralia Massacre an incident
between two groups - veterans and industrial workers - that turned violent. Drawing on ideas from modern
artists and Eastern philosophers, Mr. Chance dictated the order of appearance of the emotions as well as the
order of discrete moves performed by the dancers. Traditionally, a choreographer consciously decides which
movements will follow which. In his memoir, ''New York Jew,'' Alfred Kazin marveled at his encounters in
the 's with the writer Paul Goodman, Cage and Cunningham, who ''amazed me by their air of living for art and
freedom. The Company concluded its farewell tour on December 31, [13] with a performance at the Park
Avenue Armory. In describing the intermedia of performance, John Cage said, "It's not starting from an idea.
The first of its kind in the dance world, the plan represented Cunningham's vision for continuing his work in
the upcoming years, transitioning his Company once he was no longer able to lead it, and preserving his
oeuvre. Cunningham for their companies. Like the Abstract Expressionist painters who exploited the entire
surface of the canvas, Cunningham uses the entire stage, rejecting the traditional view that only what occurs at
the center is strong enough to affect the audience. Cage composed the music for many of the company's
productions. Biography[ edit ] Merce Cunningham was born in Centralia, Washington in , the second of three
sons. According to Atlas, Cunningham would have danced while carrying a small portable video camera. In
the 's, Cage and Cunningham attended D. Known for his penchant for chance, he brought exciting new
elements into contemporary choreography.


