
ENERGY CRISIS AND PAKISTAN

The study was conducted in the department of Electrical Engineering, University of Gujrat, Punjab, Pakistan to highlight
the burning issue of energy crisis. Firstly.

Large sugar industry in Pakistan also generates electricity from biomass energy for utilization in sugar mills.
Encouragingly, Pakistan is also starting to explore other alternative energy sources. The rising oil price along,
withe the rising demand for uninterrupted power, is creating additional pressure on the already fragile
electricity grid of Pakistan. This has led to the formation of dedicated provincial departments and empowered
public sector companies specialized in renewables to foster and execute power projects through public, private
and publicâ€”private partnership modes using indigenous power resources. Meanwhile, the nation has been
convulsed by energy riots. However, a variety of factors international sanctionsâ€”based with the former, and
security-oriented with the latter suggest that these projects are far from being consummated. This spring, if
Pakistanis elect leaders with a genuine desire to serve the interests of their country, then the end of its long
energy struggles could conceivably be in sight. A major energy crisis was actually averted in the s, when the
government launched the massive Mangla and Tarbela dams, leading to a short-lived period of robust
hydro-driven energy generation that ably responded to demand. Responding to a massive demonstration
against the loadshedding and the growing power shortages in the country, Prime Minister, Yousaf Gilani
announced the "energy policy" on 22 April  Additionally, they imperil much-needed investments in
development and infrastructure. In addition there is widespread power theft and lack of investment in the
existing power grid. Pakistan has established the National Electric Power Regulatory Authority NEPRA ,
charged with ensuring fair energy competition and consumer protection, but political interference undermines
its autonomy and effectiveness. This would in turn enable it to do away with the reactive, haphazard, and
ad-hoc policy environment that has characterized the energy sector for years. With droves of Pakistanis
entering cities and becoming dependent on grids, pressures on supply will deepen exponentially. Despite the
high availability of hydro power resources low investments in this sector hamper the utilization of this
potential source. Pakistan is currently in the midst of two major societal shifts that could worsen the effects of
its energy problems in the years ahead. Decades of water-intensive agricultural practicesâ€”including
widespread and subsidized flood irrigationâ€”have helped deplete surface water tables and prompted farmers
to expend excessive electricity on tubewells to extract groundwater. A more realistic demand-management
strategy, announced last year by the Asian Development Bank, calls for the distribution of twenty million
low-energy light bulbs. This has led to widespread rolling blackouts that have paralysed industry and led to
protests and rioting. Currently there are no articles under this heading. However presently it is difficult to
obtain more electricity from sugar mills due to grid limitations because most of the sugar mills are located in
remote rural areas which are not even connected to the national grid. Since the mids micro-hydro power plants
supply electricity to some 40, rural families. There is no shortage of research, conferences, and proposals
offering policy solutions. Recommendations and Conclusions There are some short-term steps that Pakistan
can and should take. Energy Sector Overview The Islamic Republic of Pakistan which became an independent
state in is governed by a federal parliamentary constitution. Tax reform is imperative and should be designed
to provide Islamabad with more revenue to address the energy crisis. Unfortunately, there are several
problems. This means that many new energy-related functions and duties are being foisted upon provincial
and district governments, which suffer from even more capacity constraints, inefficiencies, and financial
troubles than their federal counterpart. Some even incorporate high pressure boilers to increase efficiencies.
The government has also announced that by it plans to have a minimum of 5. Last summer, ConocoPhillips
mediated talks between Pakistan and Qatar on a potential natural gas deal in an effort to discourage Islamabad
from pursuing a pipeline project with Iran that is opposed by Washington. The success of such efforts,
however, will hinge on the existence of leaders willing to prioritize long-term national development and
well-being over short-term political considerations. Any efforts to improve energy governance will need to
occur in tandem with measures to curb wasteful water consumption. Provincial governments mainly handled
the small hydropower sector: in , MW has been operational in the country, MW is under installation and
around MW is available for further development. In fact, Pakistan is blessed with ample indigenous energy



ENERGY CRISIS AND PAKISTAN

resources; it is especially rich in natural gas, hydroelectricity, and coal. The government sought to ramp up
generation but was unable to satisfy demand. Finally, Pakistan should better diversify its energy mix.
However, the government refuses to pressure its most affluent citizens, because many of them are politically
connected or politicians themselves. If the nation is to overcome this crisis, it will need to begin with
whole-scale institutional energy sector reformâ€”a politically unwelcome, yet utterly essential, prerequisite for
energy relief. This should include new pricing measures that remove not all, but many, energy subsidies.
There is the very real fear that Pakistan could soon find itself unable to afford to address its energy
crisisâ€”meaning that even stopgap, short-term measures to expand power generation could be eliminated.
Ever since the Thar coal was discovered, the central government has been locked in a disagreement with the
Sindh provincial government about how to divvy up the spoils. Scenarios for the Future Given that Pakistan
lacks the revenue to finance an energy recovery, future opportunities abound for international donors,
including the United States.


