
ESSAY ON FUNCTIONALISM AND MARXISM

Free Essay: Sociological Concepts and Perspectives: Functionalism and Marxism In this essay I am going to compare
and contrast.

They see the production of labour power as the way in which capitalism use women Fekete,  In order to
further illustrate the presence of gender inequality in the present society; the film Missrepresentation
Functionalism and Marxism. Noble, T. Sociology: themes and perspectives. Social relations are organised, in
result of values providing general guidelines for behaviour. Perhaps in a way, Marxism is perhaps a little more
realistic than functionalism. Marxist theorists claim that the family is shaped by the nature of the economic
base where changes in economy reflect changes in the family Dore,  In Britain today there are many different
types of families. The person s who had the most means of production are the ruling class. Encyclopedia of
social theory. Integration between the parts is necessary so therefor integration is a functional prerequisites in
itself. Lamanna, M. According to functionalism nuclear families exist to meet these needs to ensure an
equability of values in society. There are many well-known functionalists but I am mainly focusing on the
views of Talcott Parsons and Emile Durkheim in particular. Marxist theorists consider the nuclear family as
the most suitable to the functional requirements of the capitalist production because capitalism needs to
reproduce the divisions within the working class in particular the placement function of the family. With both
men and women involved in their careers, they have fewer children. Functionalists assume that everyone in
society is in agreement and shares norms. These systems reinforce the idea of inequality and social change
Functionalism and Marxism. Kornblum, W. Functionalism provided a static view of society. Functionalism
relies on social stratification. They have similar ideas about education too. It seeks to discover the causes and
affects of intercommunication and interaction that arise in social relations. There are many aspects of the
socialisation process to cover both concerning functionalist and Marxist views, these include cultures made up
of many different branches , values peoples beliefs , and norms patterns of behaviour. How do theories of
modernity and postmodernity help to explain the family and reasons for family change Related Papers.
Functionalism fails to recognise social change, contrasting to Marxism which recognises and aspires to it.
These transformations had a huge impact on societies and family as the oldest institution was not an exception.
According to all these theories with capitalism, industrialization and new technological trends families adapted
new values and attitudes and changed. The learning process, known as socialization, varies and it is culture
that determines how to think by teaching appropriate behaviour relevant to that society. Sociology â€” The
Essentials. According to feminists families in capitalistic society are similar to the work environment of a
factory because women are dominated by men in home in the same manner that workers are dominated by
capitalists in factories Kendall,  The Marxist feminists claim that patriarchy is a result of capitalism.
Postmodernity and Family Theory. Functionalists see society as a set of parts which work together to form a
whole. USA: Wadsworth. Feminist theory is also critical of the family, more focused on the gender issues and
sees the family as a unit of male dominance and locus of the oppression of women. Marriages were arranged
by the families strictly for social and financial reasons like money, labour or land. Marxism and Functionalism
were two ideologies that became a part of our society around 19th century but also captured the changes in
20th century, in their own unique perspectives and helped us understand the society through their point of
view Maidansky,  In Marxism, the lower classes are exploited because they can be.


