
AN ANALYSIS OF THE WAYS OF SETTING IN THE SCARLET LETTER

Setting. The Scarlet Letter is set in Boston in the s, prior to American For example, in the scene at the Governor's
mansion, he focuses on how Governor.

Although she is initially scorned, over time her compassion and dignity silence many of her critics. The
market place was the quintessential delineation of austere Puritan society. These rules were definite, and the
penalties or punishments were public and severe. This conflict is seen even in the early chapters. Hester is now
isolating herself from the Puritan society because of her sin. Throughout the book, secret sin damages the
lives, soul, and the integrity of the main characters. Hawthorne used great symbolism in his novel to convey a
message of guilt, sin, and judgment. Lots of the deception stemmed from the jealousy, vengeance, and other
personal vendettas. Those who chose to follow evil signed their name in the Black Man's book and chose a life
of sin. Take heed how thou deniest to him â€” who, perchance, hath not the courage to grasp it for himself â€”
the bitter, but wholesome, cup that is now presented to thy lips! The Scarlet Letter displays a society that treats
two people very differently who commit the sin of adultery together. This is partly because of the Puritan
background within the works, but also considering that the main characters of these are deeply rooted within
the Puritan faith and are, in different ways, in the public eye and are under separate scrutiny as a result of such
Then let the magistrates, who have made it of no effect, thank themselves if their own wives and daughters go
astray! The scaffold shows that secret sins will be found out in the end, either in life or death. Probably
notâ€”they are too busy with television, social media, and the internet. The attempt to dispose of all witchcraft
was tampered with by citizens of Salem being dishonest and deceitful. It's a community specifically designed
to be religiously pure, which means being secularly strict. The town in the book can contrast the forest as a
sanction where people are are immune from the darkness. The Scarlet Letter shows his attitude toward these
Puritans of Boston in his portrayal of characters, his plot, and the themes of his story. The rules governing the
Puritans came from the Bible, a source of spiritual and ethical standards. How do you know if you're saved?
Some argue that Puritanism is not only a religion, but also a democratic philosophy. It is filled with wild
animals, Native Americans, and other wild threats to the townspeople In addition, ministers guided the elected
officials of the colony; consequently, there was a close tie between Church and State. He sees them, like the
old General he describes, as people of perseverance, integrity, inner strength, and moral courage. It is where
many mysterious things reside in the wilderness. When Hester was standing on the scaffold she is not thinking
about being punished. When Chillingworth asks a person in the crowd about Hester's crime, he is told that the
sentence was softened from death by "their [the magistrates and ministers'] great mercy and tenderness of
heart" because she is a beautiful widow and probably was "tempted to her fall. It is this colony that forms the
setting of The Scarlet Letter. This leads to Hester changing her weakness of adultery to the strength of being
able to help out others. The scaffold is a platform used for redemption and a symbol of the harsh Puritan code.
Hawthorne also spends a lot of time describing the forest where the lovers eventually meet, and showing it as
a more benevolent setting. She is having flashbacks to earlier times and feeling guilty for what she had done.
Because Puritan communities were really into purity duh sins were rooted out and punished harshly. In this
society, the "path of righteousness" was very narrow and taught through stern sermons on guilt and sin.
Calvinists were a very introspective lot who constantly searched their souls for evidence that they were God's
Elect. He also shares a concern for their disdain toward his need to take on a commercial job that contributes
little to the community in spiritual profit.


