
HOW TO WRITE A THESIS CONCLUSION PHD

The conclusion should give the reader a memorable takeaway from your research, showing what new insights your
thesis has contributed.

For example, some students like to add in their research questions in their dissertation introduction so that the
reader is not only exposed to the aims and objectives but also has a concrete framework for where the research
is headed. Oxon: Routledge. Ultimately, writing a good abstract is the same as writing a good dissertation ;
you must present a logical and organised synopsis that demonstrates what your research has achieved. As long
as your dissertation introduction is organised and clear, you are well on the way to writing success with this
chapter. However, there are some common elements of a conclusion: [6] A summary of the main text or main
points of the study A deduction made on the basis of the main body i. Usually, these have already been created
at the proposal stage or for ethical clearance of the research project, so putting them in your dissertation
introduction is really just a matter of organisation and clarity. Thesis and dissertation writing in a second
language: A handbook for supervisors. Ultimately, in this section, the focus is to demonstrate how your
research has enhanced existing knowledge. Pick out the most important points and sum them up with a
succinct overview that situates your project in its broader context. The research focus leads into the value,
aims and objectives of your research, so you might want to think of it as the tie between what has already been
done and the direction your research is going. There are opportunities to combine these sections to best suit
your needs. This means taking on the persona of someone who is already a doctor, who is seen by others as
having the expertise to speak knowledgeably on their topic. They are often organised numerically or in bullet
point form and are terse statements that are clear and identifiable. The background section One of the main
purposes of the background section is to ease the reader into the topic. Writing a conclusion is important. They
decide that the purpose of the viva is to find out if the researcher knows what they are talking about. Four for a
good last and lasting impression. There are many ways to do this, but perhaps the most common is to identify
what other researchers have done and how your work builds upon theirs. Every thesis is different and writers
need to decide what suits their particular needs, writing style and methodological approach; however, being
aware of common patterns and genres can help writers make judicious decisions to suit their own particular
thesis. Sounds simple. And sometimes people have run out of time. However, the conclusion is not just a
summary â€” it is statement based on your reasoning on the evidence you have accumulated. There are two
types of recommendations you can make. Step away from the research. Share this:. The Abstract An abstract
can often come across as an afterthought by students. These include: Research objectives â€” a summary of
your findings and the resulting conclusions Recommendations Contributions to knowledge You may also wish
to consider a section on self-reflection, i. Whether it is a thesis or journal article the conclusion is really
important, so why is it that it is so often badly done? If so, why do people find writing the conclusion so hard?
So what should a conclusion do? Note that in the second example, the research aim is not directly restated, but
is implicit in the statement the research aimed to analyze the relationship between media discourse and
migration policy. Firstly, I think there are some useful processes that can help ensure a successful conclusion.
You might consider how effective your methodology was in answering your research questions, and whether
any new questions or unexpected insights arose in the process.


