
SAMPLE MLA FORMATTED PAPER

given in parenthe- ses; no page num- ber is available. Marginal annotations indicate MLA-style formatting and effective
writing. Sample MLA Formatted Paper .

Stay foolish. Commas: Use commas when it makes sense for individuals to pause while reading or to help
with understanding. United States should be US, not U. In a block quote, which is used when a large quote, of
4 lines or more, is added into a project. Write in title case Include a space above and below each heading
Avoid numbers and letters to signify different headings, unless this is the norm in your field of study Aim to
use parallelism in your headings. Many instructors do not want a page number on the first page. Abbreviations
Abbreviations are commonly used in many source types including websites, blog posts, books, and journal
articles. Type your last name before the page number. While it may seem tempting to place a few extra lines
between the heading, title, and beginning of the paper, lines should all be double spaced. Use direct quotes
from outside sources to enhance and expand on your own writing and ideas. Show off and demonstrate your
ability to process the original information, connect it to the content in your paper, and write it in your own
individual and unique writing style. To create a header, follow these steps: Begin one inch from the top of the
first page and flush with the left margin. Accessed 2 Jun. Is this article helpful? The running head should be
the only item seen in the one inch margin see above for more on running heads. This simply means that
headings at the same level should take the same grammatical form. Consistency Consistency in the styling of
headings and subheadings is key to signaling to readers the structure of a research project. If your instructor
requires you to create a standalone title page, ask him or her for specifications. Generally avoid numbers and
letters to designate heads unless you are working in a discipline where doing so is conventional. Paraphrases
Paraphrases are created when text or speech from another source are added into a project, but the writer
chooses to summarize them and weave in his or her own writing and writing style. Make sure that italics look
different from the regular typeface. Punctuation Here are a few guidelines to keep in mind in relation to
punctuation marks. We recommend you use an MLA header for your project. Paraphrases come out on top.
Barker, Juliet. This ensures understanding and avoids any confusion. This is an example of a proper MLA
style citation in the body of a project. You should also use hanging indents for entries that cover more than
one line of text and end all entries with a period. Notice that the period is on the outside of the parentheses, not
at the end of the quote itself. These types of footnotes and endnotes are helpful when explaining translations,
adding background information, or sharing counterexamples to research. Like all other sections of the
assignment, paragraphs should be double spaced. You do not include works that were only consulted. The
same justification rules apply in the 8th edition. Read the text carefully and make sure you fully comprehend
its meaning. It is not necessary to manually measure half an inch. Footnotes and endnotes are helpful to use in
a variety of circumstances. When it comes to paraphrases, writers are able to take a block of text and shrink
the scope of it into the their papers.


