
SOCRATES ON WRITING

Here Socrates discusses the deficiencies of writing. SOCRATES: Among the ancient gods of Naucratis in Egypt there
was one to whom the bird called the ibis .

His works are, indeed, dialogues; Plato's choice of this, the medium of Sophocles, Euripides, and the fictions
of theatre, may reflect the ever-interpretable nature of his writings, as he has been called a "dramatist of
reason". It means being conscious and aware enough to choose what you pay attention to and to choose how
you construct meaning from experienceâ€¦ The really important kind of freedom involves attention, and
awareness, and discipline, and effort, and being able truly to care about other people. Zeigarnik then did what
any good psychologist would: she went back to the lab and designed a study. Somehow, that act of closure, of
having talked through a piece of work, takes away the motivation to finish. Instead of granting them new
powers of memorisation, they will delegate their memory to an external system, and so will lose their natural
capacity for internal memory, which is the foundation-stone of knowledge. According to Olympiodorus the
Younger in his Life of Plato, [] Plato himself "received instruction from the writers of tragedy" before taking
up the study of philosophy. It is often claimed much of the anti-democratic leanings are from Plato, who was
never able to overcome his disgust at what was done to his teacher. Do you know how you can speak or act
about rhetoric in a manner which will be acceptable to God? Follow Maria on Twitter mkonnikova Recent
Articles. It was designed to force one to examine one's own beliefs and the validity of such beliefs. In Plato's
Theaetetus a , Socrates compares his treatment of the young people who come to him for philosophical advice
to the way midwives treat their patients, and the way matrimonial matchmakers act. So we must not
understand the issue of attention as purely neurocentric. Plato's Phaedo is an example of this latter category.
What we mean is that the doctor is taking care of his or her illness. Theuth believes that through his creation of
letters he has found a way to preserve the memories of the Egyptians, and so he thinks that this will provide
the Egyptian people with a wisdom that extends beyond their natural capacities. You can read four articles free
per month. Yes, Socrates, that will be his way when he is in earnest; he will do the other, as you say, only in
play. He worried that reliance on writing would erode memory it has! Once done, it escapes from the mind to
make way for the next client. Your invention will enable them to hear many things without being properly
taught, and they will imagine that they have come to know much while for the most part they will know
nothing. It adds impetus to minds that may otherwise be too busy or oversaturated to bother with the details.
The Socratic method has often been considered as a defining element of American legal education. Thamus
replied: O most ingenious Theuth, the parent or inventor of an art is not always the best judge of the utility or
inutility of his own inventions to the users of them. To answer this question, a good place to start is by looking
at the work of a man who dedicated his life to the study of memory, Nobel Prize-winning neuropsychiatrist
Eric Kandel. Socrates was an orator; but Plato was a writer. It has replaced part of my memory, storing phone
numbers and addresses that I once would have taxed my brain with. It would take a long time to repeat all that
Thamus said to Theuth in praise or blame of the various arts. And it is no true wisdom that you offer your
disciples, but only the semblance of wisdom, for by telling them of many things without teaching them you
will make them seem to know much while for the most part they know nothing. As soon as the order was sent
out and complete, they seemed to wipe it from memory. The men of old, unlike in their simplicity to young
philosophy, deemed that if they heard the truth even from "oak or rock," it was enough for them; whereas you
seem to consider not whether a thing is or is not true, but who the speaker is and from what country the tale
comes. Thamus asked him about the usefulness of each art, and while Theuth was explaining it, Thamus
praised him for whatever he thought was right in his explanations and criticized him for whatever he thought
was wrong. New York: W. Saturday, November 24, Socrates' objections to writing Dr. Whom do you mean,
and what is his origin? To recapture attention, we must focus on how to think deeply. Aristotle refers
frequently, but in passing, to Socrates in his writings. In the Symposium, Socrates credits his speech on the
philosophic path to his teacher, the priestess Diotima , who is not even sure if Socrates is capable of reaching
the highest mysteries. Socrates's opposition to democracy is often denied, and the question is one of the
biggest philosophical debates when trying to determine exactly what Socrates believed. Do you? The very
same characteristic of learning that has allowed us to fall into a culture of shallow thought and decreased
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attention span could bring back our memory, allowing anamnesis recollection. And the same may be said of
speeches. And in this instance, you who are the father of letters, from a paternal love of your own children
have been led to attribute to them a quality which they cannot have; for this discovery of yours will create
forgetfulness in the learners' souls, because they will not use their memories; they will trust to the external
written characters and not remember of themselves. Socrates's acceptance of his death sentence after his
conviction can also be seen to support this view. I cannot help feeling, Phaedrus, that writing is unfortunately
like painting; for the creations of the painter have the attitude of life, and yet if you ask them a question they
preserve a solemn silence.


