
WRITING RESEARCH PAPER 5TH GRADE

Although most students will have written research papers in fourth grade or earlier, a fifth grade objective is to write a
research paper of more than four pages .

Read your sources and take notes. Students use the organizer to follow a simple, five-sentence paragraph
pattern that includes a topic sentence, three detail sentences and a closing sentence. Just click to download the
entire set of pages. Should you change some of the paragraphs so that they better support the research and
what you want your readers to learn? Each of the paragraphs contains both opinions and facts. Lesson Writing
a Conclusion to Research Providing a solid concluding paragraph is also something that needs modeled for
your students. During this period of background building, I also make a tub of my disaster-themed books
available for independent reading. Once you select your topic, be sure it isn't too general. Encourage them to
focus on the content and allow their ideas to flow freely. Write your first draft. Finally they determine if the
facts are the same or different. In this lesson use the page provided to have each student find a fact about a
topic of their choice on the internet and write it down. Tip: no matter what nonfiction topic you choose to
focus on, StudyJams! Some teachers might want you to format your paper in a certain way, for example, or
include photos or other graphics. Each year students are fascinated to learn how repeated eruptions of Mount
Vesuvius covered an entire city that no one even realized existed for centuries. To begin, we read the book,
Pompeii. You will need to talk about how those facts might both be accurate even though they are stated
differently, and if they seem to check out, then how can students generalize the information for a research
paper. You might think about posing these questions: Where are the places you can begin to look for
information about your topic? The conclusion is a summary that repeats your main idea. Click on the image
above to download and print these graphic organizers. Students use books from the classroom and school
library as well as online resources to begin taking notes. The page then has students write where they found
the fact, and also has them list a corresponding fact from a different source. You can circulate the room during
this process to have short conferences with each student and help them to narrow their topic.


