
ONLY DAUGHTER BY SANDRA CISNEROS THESIS

Sandra Cisneros' purpose is to describe her experience as an only daughter in a Mexican-American family and how it
has impacted her life.

For example, while her father never learned English and spent his days working hard manual labor, Cisneros
was the opposite. Although Cisneros used her isolation and lack of acceptance to her benefit to write many
award winning stories, not everyone deals with these emotions in the same way. It is ironic that throughout the
essay, Cisneros goes to such great lengths to set herself apart from the one man she truly craves approval from.
Although this saddened her, Cisneros used her loneliness to her advantage. She wants to make her father, and
people like her father, understand that education is essential for everyone. She teaches. This shows how
anxious she must have been. Sandra came home for Christmas with a Spanish translation. By writing this
essay and many of her other stories, Cisneros proves her culture wrong. From an early age, she understood the
meaning of loneliness. They can get a job and provide for the family, but the daughters are expected to stay
home and cook and clean. Everyone thought that college was for men. Cisneros also uses irony to depict the
complicated relationship she had with her father, which affected her upbringing. She proves that women can
be successful too. Cisneros goes home for Christmas and brings with her a copy of a story published in an
anthology of Chicano writing. Her father constantly told Cisneros how he wanted her to grow up according to
the Mexican culture. He cannot read English words and spent all of his life working with his hands instead of
his head. At one point during the essay, Cisneros tries to explain that her purpose for writing was for her father
and people similar to her father. The term profesora, is more often used to describe a college or higher
education teacher as opposed to maestra, which teaches lower levels of schooling. Related Flashcards. While
trying to educate her culture, she is also trying to prove them wrong. We can see that Cisneros was worried
about what her father would think, not knowing if he would respond positively or negatively to her writing.
Lastly, it is ironic that despite everyone pushing Cisneros to find a husband, she never writes anything about a
man in her life. In a Mexican family, the sons are more useful than the daughters. She learned English and
wrote stories in both English and Spanish. Even though this was not meant to hurt her, these words still
impacted her. Being the only daughter left her to be by herself to think about things and start writing.


