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Hunger of Memory is the story of Mexican-American Richard Rodriguez, who begins his schooling in Sacramento,
California, knowing just 50 words of English, .

Rodriguez true claim to fame came not from the traditional arena of academic pursuits, but as an essayist with
a special knack of elucidating our social reality in American by infusing objective analyses with the personal.
In fact, he believed it to do more harm than good. They prayed in desperate times for favor. Source
Complexion He struggled throughout his childhood with the complexion of his skin. Daily tutoring sessions
helped him improve his English, but as a result, he felt his family draw farther apart. Confessions were a major
part of his grammar school years as well. In the third chapter, Rodriguez talks about the religion he was
exposed to, namely Catholics. Later on, he said that books were crucial to his academic success. He was proud
when his teacher said that he was losing all traces of his Spanish accent. He was also upset at his parents when
they chose to start speaking English at home at the request of the nuns from his school. Because of his lack of
confidence in English, he was shy in class. He felt guilty for having an advantage of being a minority that
most schools were desperate to hire. The ones who criticized Rodriguez the most were his parents and family
who associated dark skin with poorness and the common working people. Catholicism provided a link
between his culture and school. There was one point where he took a razorblade and tried to "shave off" his
color on his arm. This sparked Hispanic-American activists to raise attention to the fact that there were not
enough Hispanics attending college. After grade school, he was accepted into Stanford and he later went to
Columbia and Berkeley for graduate school. He felt like they gave up their culture. This was part of the insight
that led him to fame in essays against bilingual education and affirmative action. In school, religious
instruction focused on man being a sinner needing forgiveness. He said that bilingualism would have delayed
him learning English though. He could have chosen to not mark his ethnicity on applications, but he always
filled it out as Hispanic. When Rodriguez started school, he only knew a couple of words in English. Because
of this, he was looked down by the students who asked him to do that. He then states the reason for writing his
novel and claims that it is his hope that the middle-class will be able to relate to his story. But he did come see
how unjust it was for him to benefit so much from scholarships and affirmative action as a minority student,
when the real source of unequal opportunity lay in poor early education. People assumed he was still in touch
with his native culture, but he was successful at teaching white, middle class students. He said that reading
helped make him a more confident English speaker and writer. Through this struggle, he found comfort in
reading books. After the summer he said the "curse of physical shame was broken by the sun; I was no longer
ashamed of my body. He became resentful to his parents when they could not help him with homework, which
pushed him to read more and pushed his family even farther apart. Rodriguez was also very careful when he
was visiting people who were richer than him and observed them and the way they behaved. His mother
always told him to be careful to never stay too much in the sun to avoid making his skin even darker. When he
went on to look for a college teaching job after graduation, potential employees found him. If there was a
bilingual education program at the time, he may not have been so resentful towards his family. His parents
were also interested in the way they looked and for the longest of times they pretended to be something they
were not. He became a "good collector of thoughts," but usually lacked his own opinion. I loved his portrayal
of the impact Catholicism had on him in youth, his comfort in the rituals and mystery, inspiration from their
high Latin Mass then standard, and serving as an altar boy. He concludes in the end that while his voice got
louder over time, his parents got even more quiet and private than before. Religious feeling and faith were
channeled through rituals. The school day began with prayer, then morning offering and after the Pledge of
Allegiance they had religion class. I was fascinated with his emerging concept that Spanish spoken at home
was for expression of his private and true self, whereas the English spoken in school was for projecting a
public persona. Rodriguez always felt ashamed by his body and he admits that when he was young, he would
refuse to expose himself and his bare body in public. The educational process was a hard one for him and he
often questioned the worth of everything he was doing and if it was worth sacrificing the relationship he had
with his relatives for something apparently no one was able to understand. Rodriguez goes then to argue that it
is important to learn the language spoken by the society in which a person lives because that will help them
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adapt better to the main society.


