
SECTIONALISM A CAUSE OF THE CIVIL WAR

civil war. However, to what extent was the civil war caused by slavery? Based on the those economic differences
originated from sectionalism, not slavery.

While some Republicans did indeed have this goal, most merely wanted to halt its expansion into the Western
territories. In the South, wealthy men owned all of the quality land, leaving poor white farmers with marginal
lands of low productivity. The pro-slavery South detested California's admission, because the state had a large
population that would give anti-slavery elements in Congress significant numeric support. This calmed
Southern fears by ensuring that pro-slavery elements could thwart Northern attempts to ban slavery; likewise,
Northerners were happy that they could halt Southern attempts to expand slavery. Some historians now
disagree with the economic determinism of historian Charles Beard in the s and emphasize that Northern and
Southern economies were largely complementary. On the other hand, as the demand for cotton grew the price
of slaves soared, as slaves were considered imperative for the harvest and refinement of cotton. Sectional
jealousies came to a head, and South Carolina became the first state to secede by the end of  Republicans and
the Slave Power By the mids, sectional tensions in Congress resulted in a new political party: the Republicans.
Mexican War and the Compromise of The issue of western expansion continued to rouse sectional disputes,
because it opened the door to more states in the union, and new states threatened to offset the national
free-slave balance. In Ukraine[ edit ] After the dissolution of the Soviet Union in , Ukraine became its own
unitary state, however, also containing regions heavily populated by Russians. Today, Scottish sectionalism is
most strongly associated and advocated by the Scottish National Party SNP , which can be described as both
sectionalism and separatist. From the United States' foundation in through the s, sectionalism gradually
brought the country closer to Civil War. This caused a few rebellions throughout the eastern parts of the
nation, taking place in the self-declared republics of the Donetsk People's Republic , the Luhansk People's
Republic , and the peninsula of Crimea. There were two referendums and for whether Quebec would stay as a
province of Canada or become its own nation. The issue of accepting slavery in the guise of rejecting
slave-owning bishops and missionaries split the largest religious denominations the Methodist , Baptist and
Presbyterian churches into separate Northern and Southern denominations. First of all, states' rights could have
been a part of sectionalism. Other Southern states, distrustful of the Northern section of the country, followed
South Carolina's lead, and this rebellion resulted in the Civil War. Many nations oppose Russia's annexation of
Crimea. Meanwhile, Southerners reacted to the Republicans with paranoia, believing the party was intent on
eliminating slavery in the South. In the United States[ edit ] Sectionalism in s America refers to the different
lifestyles, social structures, customs, and the political values of the North and the South. Sectionalism
increased steadily in â€” as the North industrialized, urbanized and built prosperous factories, while the deep
South concentrated on plantation agriculture based on slave labor , together with subsistence farming for poor
whites who owned no slaves. Sectionalism was the main cause of the civil war. The Compromise of allowed
California's admission as a free state, but also allowed other parts of the Mexican Cession region -- won
during the Mexican-American War -- to decide on slavery on the basis of popular sovereignty. In , Missouri
petitioned to join the Union, and both sides of the sectional crisis became concerned about whether Missouri
would be a slave or a free state, because its admission as either would offset the fragile balance in Congress.


