
ESTABLISHING A THESIS STATEMENT

Your thesis statement should tell your reader what the paper is about and also in order to establish your position and
give your reader a sense of direction.

After a brief introduction of your topic, you state your point of view on the topic directly and often in one
sentence. Compare this original thesis too general with three possible revisions more focused, each presenting
a different approach to the same topic : Original thesis: There are serious objections to today's horror movies.
In the above persuasive thesis, you can see my opinion about Narnia followed by three clear reasons. Every
paper you write should have a main point, a main idea, or central message. Depending on the length of the
paper, there could be one paragraph for each numbered item or there could be blocks of paragraph for even
pages for each one. Revised theses: Because modern cinematic techniques have allowed filmmakers to get
more graphic, horror flicks have desensitized young American viewers to violence. Bean, and June Johnson.
The St. An effective thesis has a definable, arguable claim. This will help you to refine your thesis, and it will
also make you think of the arguments that you'll need to refute later on in your essay. Remember: A thesis
statement consists of at least one complete sentence; you cannot use a phrase or sentence fragment. While
Dukakis' "soft-on-crime" image hurt his chances in the election, his failure to campaign vigorously after the
Democratic National Convention bore a greater responsibility for his defeat. It should tell what you plan to
argue, and it should "telegraph" how you plan to argueâ€”that is, what particular support for your claim is
going where in your essay. A question "Why did communism collapse in Eastern Europe? It signals a writer
who has intelligence, commitment, and enthusiasm. Example 2 The relationship between the portrayal of
warfare and the epic simile about Simoisius at 4. Ask if your draft thesis addresses the assignment Question
each part of your draft thesis Clarify vague phrases and assertions Investigate alternatives to your draft thesis
Consult the example below for suggestions on how to refine your draft thesis statement. For example, if you
are writing a paper for a class on fitness, you might be asked to choose a popular weight-loss product to
evaluate. Exercise B: Continuing with your preliminary or open thesis from Exercise A, formulate a focused
question and then answer that question with your tentative thesis or hypothesis. Question-to-Assertion If your
assignment asks a specific question s , turn the question s into an assertion and give reasons why it is true or
reasons for your opinion. A thesis statement. Readers of academic essays expect to have questions discussed,
explored, or even answered. Consider what your assignment asks you to do Inform yourself about your topic
Focus on one aspect of your topic Ask yourself whether your topic is worthy of your efforts Generate a topic
from an assignment Below are some possible topics based on sample assignments. In order to ensure accurate
reporting, journalists must understand the real significance of the statistics they report.


