
AN ANALYSIS OF THE MOVIE BABETTES FEAST

Babette's Feast. Directed by Gabriel Axel. A literate and lovely-to-look-at film that compels us to meditate upon the
needs of the flesh and the gifts of the spirit.

But Philippa could never do such a thing; in fact, she couldn't even give herself to art since the resignation of
the world must be total. Babette's Feast is popularly regarded as a "food movie. Viewers, too, can receive an
affirmation of meaning through their participation in this film. It is as if the best stories, miraculously, write
themselves. Writer-Director Axel based his film on Isak Dinesen's novella of the same name. Those are the
bare bones of the narrative. The film, however, is about a great deal more than the pleasures of eating. It is
about the discovery of meaning. It is now September and the minister is dead. The movie quickly shows his
silent dominance over his two daughters. Martine tearfully says, "Now you will be poor the rest of your life",
to which Babette replies, "An artist is never poor. Consciously or unconsciously, they are searching for
meaning in their lives. And this most certainly is Veuve Cliquot ! Collected Works, Vol. The M. Before seeing
Martine, "he had not been aware of any particular spiritual gift in his own nature. Dinesen capitalizes mercy,
truth, righteousness, and bliss, when the minister uses them, to place them in the context of his pietist religious
beliefs. All he has learned is rather depressing. Babette arranges for her nephew to go to Paris and gather the
supplies for the feast. Martina and Philippa are the daughters of a stern and somewhat feared protestant
minister with a following in the village in which the action takes place. The sisters reluctantly agree, and
Babette prepares a feast that brings about a transformation in the chef and feasters alike. Even though she
could only prepare simple, cheap, and rather unpalatable dishes, she still put her heart and soul into each dish.
The story now moves to the present. This movie started out focused on Martina and Phillipa with their father,
the pastor.


