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Free Essay: Ethics of Nanotechnology Nanotechnology is actually a fairly new idea. This may not seem like any big deal
in terms of ethics, but just like any.

I will argue for the third approach, but first we should appreciate how the other two approaches are shaping
and influencing public debate. Physics was understood to be the base; chemistry was built upon that base; and
biology drew upon both physics and chemistry. Williams, P. Of course, we must be aware of this debate, and
we must understand how the ethical issues are therein addressed. There are three general approaches to
defining nanotechnology. In fact, it is hard to see how these diverse research endeavors can be included under
a single heading. Dusk is the time of definitions. Think about a world where products are manufactured
molecule by molecule and garbage can be broken down to dust. Are there unique ethical issues associated with
nanotechnology? In fact, many scientists consider Drexler-type molecular manufacturing science fiction.
Traditionally, we have assumed a kind of linear development from science to engineeringâ€”first knowledge,
then the application of such knowledge to advance human ends. They hope that research will be halted
altogether so that a more natural world can be preserved ETC Group,  In: Social Implications of Nanoscience
and Nanotechnology, ed. First, nanoethics also commands a significant amount of attention and money,
though far less than the amount poured into nanotechnology. While some embrace the notion of becoming
more than human or see technology as a way to realize our full potential as humans, others fear that possibility
will turn us less than human or pervert the notion of human dignity. Pendry, D. The task of nanoresearch, then,
is to discover these properties, learn to control their expression, develop the tools for scaling them up to
microscales and macroscales, and then develop manufacturing on a large scale Roco et al. The first step in
defining that ethic is to characterize what exactly is at issue. Only then, at dusk, does the Owl of Minerva take
flight. Yonas, S. This may not seem like any big deal in terms of ethics, but just like any type of scientific
advancement there are positives and negatives. Nanotechnology is also predicted to play a critical role in
developing human-enhancing technologies, such as cybernetic body parts or an exoskeleton that gives us
superhuman strength or infrared vision; however, society has already been discussing the ethics of such
technologies with respect to biotechnology and cognitive sciences.


