
UNDERSTANDING THE RED SCARE

The term Red Scare is used to describe periods of extreme anti-communism in the United States. "Scare" comes from
the fact that many people were scared that communism would come to the United States. The second Red Scare
occurred during the start of the Cold War with the Soviet.

Though the climate of fear and repression began to ease in the late s, the Red Scare has continued to influence
political debate in the decades since and is often cited as an example of how unfounded fears can compromise
civil liberties. Lenin died on January 21, and was succeeded by Joseph Stalin. What led to McCarthyism? The
accusations triggered investigations and kept McCarthy and his search for communist subversion within the U.
On March 21, , President Harry S. Mitchell Palmer. The KKK used the Red scare and the anti-communism
feelings associated with it as a justification to discriminate against minorities. Also, the Soviet Union had
become a world superpower and had nuclear bombs. In judicial affairs, for example, support for free speech
and other civil liberties eroded significantly. Violence and destruction was experienced at home with the Black
Tom explosion, the fire at the Roebling Steel foundry in Trenton, the Kingsland Explosion and the Hercules
Powder Company fire. Senator Joseph R. The storm is within and very soon will leap and crash and annihilate
you in blood and fireâ€¦We will dynamite you! Edgar Hoover â€” as its first director. The public turned
against McCarthy, and the Senate censured him. He often had little evidence when he accused people of
working for the Soviet Union. When workers began to strike, many people blamed communism. McCarthy
was censured for his conduct by the Senate, and in he died. He ruined many people's careers and lives before
other leaders in the Congress put an end to his ways. The term has since become a byname for defamation of
character or reputation by means of widely publicized indiscriminate allegations, especially on the basis of
unsubstantiated charges. The strong Anti-German feelings extended to Russia who appeared to be helping
Germany by pulling out of the war. When was the Red Scare? Americans began to associate all Socialists and
Communists with being unpatriotic. Learn more about communism. Membership in leftist groups dropped as
it became clear that such associations could lead to serious consequences, and dissenting voices from the left
side of the political spectrum fell silent on a range of important issues. In , the Soviet Union successfully
tested a nuclear bomb and communist forces led by Mao Zedong took control of China. How did
McCarthyism begin?


