
THE CREATION OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES

The Constitution of the United States established Americaâ€™s national government and fundamental laws, and
guaranteed certain basic rights for its citizens. It was signed on September 17, , by delegates to the Constitutional
Convention in Philadelphia. Under Americaâ€™s first.

They had no plan whatever. The doctrine of legislative, executive , and judicial separation of powers , the
checks and balances of each branch against the others, and the explicit guarantees of individual liberty were all
designed to strike a balance between authority and libertyâ€”the central purpose of American constitutional
law. The Marylander leaped eagerly into the battle on the representation issue declaring, "The States have a
right to an equality of representation. Other Americans also had their suspicions. The delegates elected George
Washington of Virginia to preside over the convention. What might happen if you don't follow them? This
position reflected the belief that the states were independent entities and, as they entered the United States of
America freely and individually, remained so. The 55 men who wrote the Constitution worked on it for four
months. Two parties soon developed, one in opposition, the Anti-Federalists , and one in support, the
Federalists , of the Constitution; and the Constitution was debated, criticized, and expounded upon clause by
clause. Every act of government was left to the individual States. Ratification by 9 of the 13 states enacted the
new government. These goals were influenced by Enlightenment philosophy. The bargain was also a crippling
blow to those working to abolish slavery. Because each state had one vote, the delegates from a state had to be
in agreement. Without paper money veterans without cash lost their farms for back taxes. James Madison,
always ready with the Federalist volley, turned the argument completely around and insisted that the vastness
of the country would itself be a strong argument in favor of a republic. Guards stood at the entrances to ensure
that the curious were kept at a distance. The debate over the nation's form of government was now set for the
larger arena. James Madison and Alexander Hamilton, with assistance from John Jay, wrote a series of essays
to persuade people to ratify the Constitution. Another controversial topic was slavery. Eight delegates were
signers of the Declaration of Independence, while six had signed the Articles of Confederation. Ratification
By January 9, , five states of the nine necessary for ratification had approved the Constitution--Delaware,
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Georgia, and Connecticut. Thomas Jefferson wrote John Adams from Paris, "I am
sorry they began their deliberations by so abominable a precedent as that of tying up the tongues of their
members. The Supreme Court in Penhallow v. Over the previous four years it had been used by Congress as a
"working document" to administer the early United States government and win the Revolutionary War. The
most serious controversy erupted over the question of regulation of commerce. In June , after the Constitution
had been ratified by nine states as required by Article VII , Congress set March 4, , as the date for the new
government to commence proceedings the first elections under the Constitution were held late in  This historic
document has served as the foundation for the United States government for more than two hundred years.
None paid what they were asked; sometimes some paid nothing. Political leaders not in attendance at the
convention included Thomas Jefferson and John Adams , who were serving as U.


