
HOW TO WRITE A NEWS ARTICLE LEAD

Whether you're writing a lead for a news story or blog post, learn more about the It's the opening hook that pulls you in
to read a story.

Claiming a celestial body guided them to the site, magi attending the birth say the boy will one day be king.
Keep It Short A good lead provides all the information the reader requires in just a few words. To test the lede,
read it aloud, and omit adjectives, adverbs, and wordy constructions â€” and, especially in these
search-engine-driven times, focus on keywords. It should only be used when you have a valuable contribution
and perspective that help illuminate the story. Dialogue lead. It sets the scene without immediately jumping
into the heart of the matter. Apparently, the cost of court lobbyists. The Feature Lead When it comes to leads
for feature stories, the only rule is that there are no rules. Get a subscription and start receiving our writing tips
and exercises daily! Every good story has these three elements: a hero we relate to, a challenge or villain we
fear, and an ensuing struggle. Is there no exception? Wall Street responded with a cheer, sending stocks and
bonds soaring. Your audience will almost certainly invest some time and effort into hearing what comes next.
Today, I found out. He points out the labels attached to the bright metal doors, counting out loud. Below are a
dozen different ways you can begin your story. As the youngest member of a prestigious ballet group, her
subject's typical work day is atypical for an year-old. Keep to one point, and avoid attribution and specific
numbers an exception to the specificity rule. Think about a fire, an election, a bill slowly working its way
through the legislative process. Jim Wallace, honors student and an avid user of the popular website, says that
just isn't true. Keep learning! What content, exactly, goes into a lede? It is to the point and factual. Make
readers feel the drama and want to know what's going to happen next. Even ironically. Near perfection. From
numerous next-day reports following the Kennedy assassination: The president is dead. What am I writing
about? Write in the active voice. A month of Sundays hit the calendar. Structure Your Lead Properly Put your
most crucial information at the very beginning of the sentence. In this case, the lead and introductory
paragraph are one and the same: Did I leave any types of leads out? Herod has not commented. An oldie but
man, what a goodie. Go short and punchy. He decked the woman at the counter, and in the ensuing melee, he
was shot by a security guard. Leonard rolls down his window and casually greets the man. The fire was first
reported the day before this ran, so the lead on this piece shares the most important updates since, namely that
the body of one of the missing workers was found in the wreckage: 3. Put that information first, and then
follow it up with who said it. Good leads answer as many of these questions as possible in a single sentence.


