
RECONSTRUCTION POST CIVIL WAR

The Reconstruction Era was the period in American history which lasted from to Three visions of Civil War memory
appeared during Reconstruction: the reconciliationist vision, which was rooted . A deep national economic depression
following the Panic of led to major Democratic gains in the North, the.

The last state was Georgia in  Did Abolition mean that black men would now enjoy the same status as white
men? Republicans in Congress, refusing to accept Johnson's lenient terms, rejected and refused to seat new
members of Congress, some of whom had been high-ranking Confederate officials a few months before.
Reconstruction policies were debated in the North when the war began, and commenced in earnest after
Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation , issued on January 1,  He later tried to disband the group when they
became too violent. Desperate to prevent the ratification of those constitutions, southern Democrats donned
sheets designed to look like the ghosts of dead Confederate soldiers, and terrorised Republican voters before
the election. Having lost their enormous investment in slaves, white planters had minimal capital to pay
freedmen workers to bring in crops. Although these measures were positive steps toward racial equality, their
enforcement proved extremely difficult. Historian Harold Hyman says that in Congressmen "described the
oath as the last bulwark against the return of ex-rebels to power, the barrier behind which Southern Unionists
and Negroes protected themselves". Recently freed blacks found the postwar South very similar to the prewar
South. Republican legislatures, coalitions of whites and blacks, established the first public school systems and
numerous charitable institutions in the South. Farms and plantations were burned down and their crops
destroyed. In ten states, not including Virginia , coalitions of freedmen, recent black and white arrivals from
the North " carpetbaggers " , and white Southerners who supported Reconstruction " scalawags " cooperated to
form Republican biracial state governments. They were also alarmed by Southern adoption of Black Codes
that sought to maintain white supremacy. Fear of an underclass In the s, a fight to control the Republican party
fed this growing fear of a dangerous underclass. Nevertheless, white Democrats , calling themselves "
Redeemers ", regained control of the south state by state, sometimes using fraud and violence to control state
elections. A century later, the legacy of Reconstruction would be revived during the civil rights movement of
the s, as African Americans fought for the political, economic and social equality that had long been denied
them. Black Codes In an effort to get around laws passed by Congress, many southern states began to pass
Black Codes. This was followed by a period which white Southerners labeled "Redemption", during which
white-dominated state legislatures enacted Jim Crow laws and, beginning in , disenfranchised most blacks and
many poor whites through a combination of constitutional amendments and electoral laws. The Fourteenth
Amendment prohibited states from depriving any male citizen of equal protection under the law, regardless of
race. Widespread violence in the south led to federal intervention by President Ulysses S. In the s and s, the
terms "radical" and "conservative" had distinctive meanings. Many in the South were aghast. They passed the
Military Reconstruction Acts of , which divided the South into five military districts and outlined how the new
governments would be designed. After the census, the South would gain numerous additional representatives
in Congress, based on the population of freedmen. The withdrawal of Union troops in brought renewed
attempts to strip African-Americans of their newly acquired rights. Thanks for watching! Shutting out women
But the reconstruction of a new nation was still not over. People had to resort to bartering services for goods,
or else try to obtain scarce Union dollars. The rate of damage in smaller towns was much lowerâ€”only 45
courthouses were burned out of a total of  Federal troops occupied much of the South during the
Reconstruction to insure that laws were followed and that another uprising did not occur. Johnson felt that
each state government could best decide how they wanted blacks to be treated. They created new state
constitutions to set new directions for southern states. Some worked for wages, others as sharecroppers, who
divided the crop with the owner at the end of the year. Congress, however, disagreed and began to pass
harsher laws for the Southern states. The dislocations had a severe negative impact on the black population,
with a large amount of sickness and death.


