
TEACHING PARENTS TO HELP WITH HOMEWORK

During grade school, kids start getting homework for the first time to reinforce and extend classroom learning and help
them practice important study skills. By doing homework, kids learn how to: Parents can give kids lots of homework
help, primarily by making homework a priority.

Make sure kids do their own work. Their work-like-magic tips are guaranteed to bring harmony back into your
homework routine, whether your child is a kindergartner or a fifth-grader, a whiner or a procrastinator!
Encourage kids to reach out. Keep supplies â€” paper, pencils, glue, scissors â€” within reach. Stay nearby, to
alleviate the loneliness that some kids feel â€” and to prevent procrastination. Schedule a regular study time.
No one is born with great organizational skills â€” they're learned and practiced over time. Together, divide
the project into steps, then help her estimate how much time each will take. Like all forms of procrastination,
this has the effect of making the entire process take much longer than it needs to. Ask about assignments,
quizzes, and tests. That alone can help him remember how to do the rest. Ask about their homework policies
and how you should be involved. Teach kids to take stock of how much homework there is and what it
involves so they can create a strategy that fits their workloads and temperaments. Teach your child how to use
a calendar or personal planner to help get organized. On heavy homework nights or when there's an especially
hefty assignment to tackle, encourage your child break up the work into manageable chunks. If your child is
completely lost, you can excuse her entirely. This comes from schools emphasizing that homework is a child's
responsibility, not the parents'. Apply school to the "real world. What are your concerns? Your presence sends
the message that homework is important business, not to be taken lightly. Many parents have kids in daycare
or after-school care until 6 or p. Encourage effort and determination â€” not just the grades they get. Kids are
more likely to follow their parents' examples than their advice. Do your kids ever see you diligently balancing
your budget or reading a book? Email Address There was an error. When Kids Struggle With Homework
Consistent complaints about homework or ongoing struggles with assignments could indicate a problem.
Praise your kids for their hard work and effort. Writing down what she has finished will give her a sense of
satisfaction. A Parent's Supporting Role When it comes to homework, be there to offer support and guidance,
answer questions, help interpret assignment instructions, and review the completed work. So how to help the
avoidant child embrace the challenge, rather than resist it? Occasionally, though, a phone call to a classmate
about an assignment can be helpful.


